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The reality revealed by the War documents

After Veer Savarkar’s book on “1857— First War of Independence”
another book entitled “The 1857” by Srinivas Balaji Herdikar was published
by Satsahitya Prakasan in the year “1957”. In its third edition Sri Srinivas
Balaji Herdikar allotted a separate chapter with the title “Tantya Tope was
not hanged”.

A similar title appeared in “Swatantra Bharat” a daily from Lucknow on
April 13 by A.R.Gokhale, He wrote in his letter in that paper quite
authentically that Tantya Tope was not hanged and that he miraculously
escaped from captivity and that in his place, Narayan Rao Bhagvat, was
hanged.

Another authentic source of information was published in Calcutta in
“Naya Samaj’ in its “Centenary of 1857’ issue. It has published very valuable
information in its special issue on Tantya Tope. It quoted a book as its
source entitled, “The other side of the Medal” by Edward Thomson,
published in London in the year 1926 in which he expressed his
apprehensions regarding the execution of Tantya Tope by the British military
court martial. Tantya tope’s newphew and niece participated in the centenary
celebrations at Bombay. Prof. Tope and the elderly niece of Tantya Tope
were honoured on that occasion.

WHO IS HE?

While responding to the honour showered on them they announced in
public that Tantya Tope was not hanged by the British Army after that fake
court martial. They declared that Tantya Tope died in exile in the year 1909

and that all his family members had participated in the traditionally prescribed
last rites accorded to every Hindu in those days.

In Gwalior a headmaster of Janakganj High School used to discuss with
friends that his grand father Narayan Rao Bhagvat was actually hanged in
the place of Tantya Tope. He kept the illustration of that great soul Sri
Narayan Rao Bhagvat in his puja room:

A lot of literary evidences are available at present regarding Tantya
Tope’s  military adventures in the 1857 war as one of the greatest Military
Generals of Warfare. Major Mead wrote extensively in his diary about
Tantya Tope. Brigadier Smith mentions about a Book written by Mrs.Henry
Duberly, wife of a captain who campaigned in the War. The title of the
book is “The Campaigning Experiences”. This book was published in
London in the year 1859. Mrs.Henry Duberly also participated in the
campaign. Being the wife of a captain in the campaign she was able to
present in that book a lot of factual information full of facts and incidents
that happened from an entirely new perspective and revelation of true history
of that period. Many incidents were described by her very elaborately in
that with many a detail. She allocated a separate chapter for Tantya Tope.
She described in that chapter Tantya Tope’s new techniques of war. He
used the technique of surrounding the enemy with lightening speed to score
victories against the enemies in the battlefield in Guna District, Madhya
Pradesh. How he specially made use of guerilla warfare was also! described
in that chapter.

Indore University has published. another book in the year 1957 entitled
‘Hamara Desh’ written by Dr. Ramachandra Billore. In page no. 49 he has
brought some more facts of research on the tumultuous war life of Tantya
Tope in 1857. According to him Raja Man Singh has not betrayed Tantya
Tope. He intrigued the British army and it indirectly helped Tantya Tope to
escape from being captured. The person who stood at the gallows was not
Tantya Tope but another person who sacrificed his life at the gallows to
save the life of Tantya Tope to enable him to continue the war of independence
with the British.

WAS TANTYA TOPE

REALLY HANGED

BY BRITISH IN 1857?
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SOME NEW EVIDENCES

Dr. S. N. Sinha’s research work “The revolt of 1857 in Bundelkhand”
deals exclusively with the revolution in Bundelkhand and the key role it
played in the revolution (page No 315)

The Government of Uttarpradesh published ‘The Fierce War for
Independence in Uttarpradesh’. Chapter Eight of this voluminous work is
devoted to unravel the distorted versions of fake and make believe stories
regarding Tantya Tope’s capture in the midst of fierce war against the British
and the widely published war rumour of court martial of Tantya Tope spread
like wild fire by the British army officer and detailed false account of his
being hanged in the open and in public gaze of people staring aghast of the
tragedy enacted in Iront of them at Siprion 18th April, 1859.

In Bhopal Tantya Tope Smarak Samity has acquired a bag containing
letters of correspondence written by TantyaTope himself. The Samiti has
published all his letters in a volume entiled. ‘The letters of 1857 revolu
tionaries.’ These letters are kept very safely in the memorial museum in
Native infantry being disarmed Barackpore Bhopal. Among the collection
of letters two letters written in the years of 1917 and 1918 were proofs
showing evidently that Tantya Tope was alive.

Sri Ramcharar Prachya Vidyapitth and its museum of Jaipur has kept
safely an English Monthly named “The Literary Friends”. In its Feb-March
1861 issue an article was published on Tantya Tope with the title ‘The last
of Pindarees’. This article gives a profile of Tantya Tope, his personality
and his deeds which revealed his marshal character. While describing his
physical appearance it published an illustration of Tantya Tope.

But it was the photo (Illustration) of Narayan Rao Bhagvat who was
hanged and not that of Tantya-Tope.

As recent as 1992 January, Sardar S.Ch.Angre of Gwalior brought to
light a letter belonging to that revolutionary period. This letter highlights the
strong bonds of patriotism and loyalty to the king that existed between

Jiyaji Rao Sindhia the Maharaja of Gwalior and his Diwan Raoraja Dinkar
Rao Rajwada. A letter was addressed to Sri Chaturbhuj in which it was
conveyed that the keys to the treasury of Gwalior were being sent through
Diwan Sri Rajwada to the treasurer Amarchand Bhatiya (Kosadhyaksha).

The Gwalior Maharaja gave instructions in that letter to him ordering
him to release funds liberally to the commanders of the revolutionary army.
He gave specific instructions in that letter that his armies should not fight
against the revolutionary army.

Another important aspect of this letter was the revealation of the secret
regarding the person who was really hanged in the place of Tantya Tope. It
was mentioned very discreetly that it was one of the family members of
Sindhia Diwan Sri Dinakar Rao Rajwada who stood at the gallows as
General Tantya-Tope.

Some Anecdotes of Tantya Tope after that mockery of Hanging.

That Tantya Tope was alive and was seen by people had been widely
discussed in many parts of our country. in Pune, in South India a popular
saint was considered as Tantya Tope himself by the people especially in
Marthwada region. In Navasari area in Gujarat, the local people claimed
that they have seen Tantya Tope travelling disguised as a Sadhu.
Dr.Wakankar narrates that the famous temple of Ambaji was built by Tantya
Tope. In one corner of the temple there is an illustration of a Sadhu.
Dr.Wakankar identifies it authentically as that of Tantya Tope. That he was
seen as a gardener was also doing rounds in Bikanir.

TANTYA- TOPE’S BAG OF LETTERS

Due to Sri Anand Singh, member of Tantya Tope Smarak Samiti relentless
efforts a lot of materials related to Tantya Tope was collected.

It brought out a volume with the title “1857 Kranti Ke Patra’ (the letters
of 1857 Revolution), of these 125 were in Hindi and 130 were in Urdu.
There were other records and diaries related to Tantya Tope and other
leaders written on various occasions. All the Hindi letters were written in
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tundeli’ dialect. These letters were obtained by Dr.Parasuram Sukla “Virahi”
in Tikmagad from Abdul Majid Phoujdar.

He was the son-in-law of the Son- in - Law of Nathe Khan Diwan of
Oorcha-Kingdom. This bag of Tantya-Tope was given by a soldier to Nathe
Khan.

It was mentioned in the same volume of letters “Swatantra Samgram
1857-1859” (The 1857-59 War of Independence) that when Tantya Tope
and his army stationed at Tikmagad were drawing plans of war strategy,
the English Army launched a surprise attack on him which he successfully
repelled with the lightening speed of cavalry charge covered by his infantry.
But the British have spread the war-rumour that they have captured him,
when he was marching with his army towards Tikmagad to camp at Asthone
village, 10 miles away from there in the Kingdom of Voorcha in Madhya
Bharat.

TWO MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND
LETTERS OF EVIDENCE.

There were some doubts in Major Mead’s report regarding the
capture of Tantya Tope. He kept these papers safely for the purpose of
claiming pension from East-India Company. But in the personal baggage
of Raja Paddon new records contrary to the reports of Major have
come to light. There was a file in his office records particularly about
the arrest of Tantya Tape. Two letters in them were of particular
importance through which appropriate conclusions can be drawn. One
letter Rampratap Singh Dev written two years after the rumoured hanging
of Thntya Tope.

Another letter was addressed to Raja Mansingh through Pandit
Govardhan Rao four years after so called fake hanging of TantyaTope.
Both the letters bear the name ‘Sardü’. Tantya Tope was endearingly called
as ‘Sardar’ by his soldiers. Even the bag obtained at Tikmagad contained
many letters in• which he was addressed as ‘Sardar’.

IN THE RECORDS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SURVEY OF IND

Major Mead gave a dramatized version in his report regarding the capture
of Tantya Tope. But the de scription of the place given by Mjr.Mead was in
reality the address of Paddoun house and implicated Raja Mansing as one
who helped him in this regard. The Archaeological Survey of India records
of 1857 War show the first report of Major Mead regarding the capture of
Tantya Tope. He deliberately ‘implicated Raja Mansingh in his report to
lend credibility to his story that Raja Mansingh was on his side and was
helpful in his attempt to capture him by surprise attack. Two more important
letters were also found in these records of A.SJ. One letter was that of Sir
Robert Hamilto written on March 18, 1859. Th second letter was that of
Major R. Mead written on 3, April, 1859.

THE TELEGRAM OF MAJOR MEAD AND
ITS EALSEHOOI

Major Mead gave 9 telegrams of lies from the camp of Mahodara on
April claiming that he has captured Tantya Tope. A letter dated 8th, April,
1859, to that effect was written by him after sending the telegram.

THE TEXT OF THE TELEGRAM IS GIVEN BELOW VERBATIM

“TANTIA TOPEE CAPTURED BY THE DETACHMENT –WITH
MANSINGH’S ASSISTANCE - LAST NIGHT -AND NOW A
PRISONER - AND WAITING ORDERS -FOR HIS DISPOSAL”
MAJOR MEAD MAHODARA CAMP

After this Major Mead wrote many letters implicating many names of
persons to higher authorities only to substantiate his earlier versions of
capturing Tantya Tope when he was sleeping, with the help of Mansingh
and his soldiers. But Major Mead’s narration to the incident was a fictitious
one. He captured somebody else and fabricated a story convincingly. What
seemed to have transpired was:
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WHO IS THAT PRIEST WHO RODE AWAY AT MIDNIGHT
ON A SPEEDING HORSE?

A careful circumstancial analysis of Major Mead’s account casts many
doubts on the series of events leading to the capture of Tantya Tope. Raja
Mansingh kept a battalion of soldiers with Tantya-Tope and his trusted
guards in a secret hide-out. Raja Mansingh used to meet Tantya Tope in
that secret hide-out to discuss about the raging war all around and its latest
development and for planning further attacks. On that fateful day, both of
them were discussing seriously about the war till late night and after midnight
Tantya Tope slept.

Major Mead’s alleged narration was that Raja Mansing surreptitiously
led his soldiers into that secret hide out. He captured Tantya Tope himself
unaware and overpowered him with bare hands. But Tantya Tope wrestled
and got out of his grip with professional ease.

In that virtual pandemonium two persons wriggled out in fast commotion
and vanished into darkness on two sturdy waiting horses with lightening
speed. Of the two daring horse-riders one was the General Tantya Tope
himself and the other was his trusted friend and able accomplice Pandit
Govind Rao, a prominent priest - enlisted to accomplish the ordained duty
of organising the miraculous escape of the indomitable General Tantya Tope,
unhurt in that scuffle in pitch darkness. The man whom they caught was
Narayan Rao Bhagvat and spread the rumour that they have captured Tantya
-Tope in a fierce battle.

GENERAL OUTRAM’S DOUBT

Attention should be given to another telegram with No:162. This telegram
was sent by C.Beadon from Calcutta to Brigadier General Napier at Guna
on April 15 1859. A doubt has been expressed regarding this telegram by
General Outram whether Tantya Tope was the same Bhavu Tambekar who
was formerly the Diwan of Baroda. If this was true, where was Bhavu
Tambekar? Conduct an enquiry into this matter. This telegram casts doubt
about the identity of the person who was captured as Tantya ‘ Another
telegram was sent long after the execution on 19th April 1859 afternoon
with S.No:167 by Captain Halvert from ISore to C.Beadon, Secretary to

Government, Calcutta. The telegram is given below confirming the execution
of Tantya Tope at Sipri.

“GENERAL TANTYA-TOPE HAS BEEN HANGED

TO DEATH UNTIL PRONOUNCED DEAD

HIS IDENTITY HAS BEEN CONFIRMED

BY THE GENERAL HIMSELF”

Why the Execution was not carried at Guna?

After fabricating the story of capturing Tantya Tope at Mahodara Major
Mead gave a telegram asking for orders for what further action he should
take on Tantya Tope. On April 10th Brigadier General R.Napier wrote to
R. Simpson in Calcutta thus:

“On Tantya - Tope was captured by Major Mead with the alledged
help of Raja Mansingh at Mahodara. Untill further orders come, what I
suggest you is: you conduct the case of the accused with court- Martial
procedures. Refer letter No:4146 of G.F.Edmonston and proceed through
as per Sir.R.Hamilton’s indictment procedures incorporated on 29th October
1858 Act.”

In the light of these instructions from senior Army Officers Major Mead
was asked whether it was possible to conduct Court Martial and sentence
him to death at 1 Mahodara.on April, 12th 1359 a telegram with No:159
was sent by C.Beadon to Brigadier General R.Napier it was clearly said;
(the telegram text is given below:)

“LET THE TRIAL OF TANTIYA TOPEE BY COURT MARTIAL
AT GOONAH. PROCEED AND LET THE SENTENCE BE
CARRIED”

In spite of a this official correspondence, the court Martial and death
sentence was carried on in a far off place at Sipri on April  18th  1859 and
not even in Kanpur where he was an acclaimed General of the armed
forces.
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Apparently the person whom they had captured was some other
unknown person as all evidences prove. This fact very clearly was established
by Dr.S.N.Sinha of Archaological Survey of India, U.P. in his doctoral
dissertation entitled. “The Revolt of 1857 in Budelkhand” He reiterates:

“The hasty trial of Tantya Tope at Sipri has raised a number of doubts.
It has already been settled that Tantya Tope would be tried at Guna This
decision was confirmed by a telegram of C.Beadon sent from Calcutta on
April 12th 1859 which ran “let the trial of Tantia Tope by court Martial at
Goonah proceed and let the sentence be carried out”.

No satisfactory explanation of his not being tried by a regular court is
available, while Rao Saheb etc., were tried by regular courts. Why was no
attempt made to bring him to Kanpur or to some other place where people
knew him well. Later on some persons suspected as Nana Saheb were
brought to Kanpur and a thorough investigation regarding their identity was
made and cases against them were dismissed.

General Outram doubted Tantya‘s identity and said that the arrested
person was Bhow Tambekar, the Late (erstwhile) Minister of Baroda.

Long after, during the trial of Rao Saheb in 1862, questions relating to
the whereabouts of Tantya Tope were put to him.

A similar question was also put to Ramakrishna Pandurang Topey, step
brother of Tantya Tope by Lullo Asharam Foujadar even after Tantya Tope
had been supposed to be executed.

THE DRAMA OF TRIAL OF TANTIYA TOPE
IN THE COURT TANTYA’ S FAKED TESTAMENT OF
BEING GUILTY OF TREASON

The trial of Tantya Tope is available in the old records of collectorates
of the area. A detailed description of the assembling of the court, the
statements of quite a number of witnesses were shown in the court records
to establish his trial. No other person was given so much of importance in
the proceedings of the court. It was elaborate to the point of being indulgent
towards Tantya Tope only to prove his being guilty of treason. An affidavit

to the effect that he was making these statements out of his own volition
and not out of any compulsion was also recorded as a matter of procedure.
He was made to sign these statements for purposes of authentication with
official seals of the court. A copy of this is carefully preserved in the Gwalior
Museum. Two pictures of Tantya Tope were appended to these records.
One picture has not got even a semblance of resemblance to the real picture
of Tantya Tope which was also affixed by its side.

“WHOSE PICTURE WAS IT?

The picture that was shown in those records was
a pencil sketch drawn in a hurry by some army officer.
This pencil sketch picture has no resemblance to the
known facial features of real Tantya -Tope.

According to his family members even the
‘signatures’ of Tantya Tope attested in these records
were forged and did not tally with his ‘.original
signature. The whole thing appears to be a hogwash - the usual baloney of
the English. All these well researehed facts reveal that the needle of truth
point toward one unassailable fact that the English army and its officers
were no match to the military ingenuity of Tantya Tope. Inspite of the
treachery of the English Army they have failed to defeat him in any of the
battle fronts and resorted to ambush him.

TANTYA TOPE AS A WANDERING MONK(SADHU)

As mentioned earlier, some old records in the museum at Bikanir reveal
that he has spent some time in disguise as a gardener. His life after that
dare-devil escape from the clutches of the English Army has yet to be
researched. Some more facts were brought to light at Jhansi by Dr.Sitaram
Bhagavat regarding Narayan Rao Bhagvat the unknown and unsung martyr
who was hanged in the place of Tantya - Tope. Many facts are coming to
light regarding his life after that historic escape. His family members gave
references of his presence in his sister’s marriage and renovation of his
ancestral home which was in ruins.
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THE ROLE OF SADHUS IN 1857 WAR

Many reasons were adduced for the defeat in 1857 war. Disunity,
lack of patriotism and use of outdated weapons in battlefields had put us
in disarray in the war front at crucial times. But the lesson to the English in
this war was that it was impossible to establish their hegemoney in Bharat.
Besides, the Sadhus and saints were a perennial source of inspiration
exhorting constantly to preserve precious freedom at any cost during that
tumultuous period. According to one well researched source of infor mation
was that Swami Dayananda Saraswati and many other Sadhus of repute
were firmly supporting the 1857 war with all logistic support at their
command. Another important source of information was that Tantya -
Tope had become a Sadhu. He had built an ashram in Gujarat..His
erstwhile associate Maihar Rao met Tantya Tope secretly in his ashram
to brief him about the situation after the war. Some British officers also
suspected that he had become a Wandering Sadhu after the War was
over,

MS. HENRY DUVERLY‘S DIARY

Ms.Henry Duverly with her army officer husband travelled two thousand
odd miles in Rajputana and Central India at the time when attempts were
being made to capture Tantiya Tope. She noted down in her diary all
experiences of her arduous journey. She published her travelogues in a
book entitled “Campaigning Experiences in Rajputana and Central India
(1857-1858) in London in the year 1859. Her book of travelogues’a
repertoire of graphic description of incidents and depictions of social life
and events is still considered as most authentic document of history of that
period. Paradoxical as it may seem, her book has yet to find a place in the
faculty of history. In page 237 of her book she wrote what has been
presumed by the English army officers after his legendary escape. She wrote
vividly:

“The fate of Tantia appears to be sealed: / his gallant course must be
nearly run and however / we may abhor the crimes which he has committed,
I we cannot refuse our respect to his / generalship and brilliant talents. / the
chances are that, finding all attempts I to further resistance vain, he will

retire to / some holy place, and changing his name / address, will seek
safety in obscurity.”

This was in tune with our Bharatiya tradition to spend the later part of
life in spiritual pursuits. That was what Tantya Tope did in his later life after
his earlier life of leading the people in the war for independence. Maharshi
Arabindo Ghosh also did the same in our times.

The 1857 war for Independence resulted in defeat. Many of Tantya
Tope’s trusted lieutenants in his excellent army died in the battle fields. A
large number of his valiant soldiers died in the battles. Some of them laid
down their arms after fierce battles. He was ridiculed as “The Last of
pindarees” by the English army officers. There was no mention by intention
about Tantya Tope in the 1858 declaration of Queen Victoria. But the
miraculous escape of Tantya Tope, the momentous role played by Raja
Mansingh, and the great sacrifice of an unknown person who went to gallows
willingly, silently and smilingly in the place of Tantya Tope have changed the
course of history of Bharat and gave a new direction to the armed uprising
for freedom.

THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF TANTYA TOPE IN 1857 WAR.

In one of his glorious moments of victory Tantya Tope announced that
he is one of the Army Generals of the Independent Government of India.
He was a great military genius. He took the War into the ‘midst of people
as a War-strategy for support’ and transformed it into ‘an armed uprise by
the people enmasse’ -not confining it to military barracks alone.

He enabled every man from all walks of life to participate in the War
who overwhelmed the rank and file of his army. He envisaged the armed
upsurge of the people in a correct perspective and took the war into the
midst of people at the right time.

He was a charismatic war-hero. He mesmerized the people with his
charisma wherever he went. He was a born leader of people especially
when the nation was at war with an oppressive imperial regime of foreigners.
He had a magnetic presence in his person which matched with his magnificent
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eloquence. Wherever he went with his army, people rose in ovation with
raised arms ready to join his army; such was his aura of influence on the
people who were emotionally surcharged with patriotism.

He was the first person who suspected the evil plans of Christian
missionaries to convert India into a Christian country. He awakened the
nation and converted the 1857 war partly as a crusade against Christian
missionaries who were supported by the English regime. The great historian
R.C.Majumdar wrote “The Sensitiveness of the sepoys to their religious
beliefs and prac tices and the dread of conversion to Christianity worked
as a nightmare upon their minds... A Vague dread that the government was
determined by hook or by crook to convert the Indians to Christianity
pervaded all ranks of society, and the sepoys, fully shared these
apprehensions with the rest... The oppressive attitude of the Christian
missionaries,,, in matters of proselytisation had been frequent subject of
complaint”. Majumdar also notes “that such apprehensions were not
altogether unfounded are proved by a minute recorded by the Governor of
Madras in which he draws attention to the importance of converting the
Hindus... to Christianity”.

Among such aggressive activities, Majumdar notes the practice by
missionaries of “open unchecked denunciation of their cherished social
usages and customs in most violent language, and filthy abuses of their
gods and goddesses by bands of Christian missionaries”. Christian
missionaries became a powerful wing in this imperial game.

The great uprising of 1857 war was the result of deep discontent aroused
by Tantya Tope among both the people and the army against the British
rule. Although there were several contributing factors, he made one cause
stand above the rest: the widespread belief that there was a conspiracy to
convert India to Christianity by the missionaries and their cohorts. The
aggressive attitude of the missionaries was derived from the arrogance of
having the ‘Christian’ British in power which enabled the missionaries to
have a free run in India. Tantya-Tope exhorted the people everywhere thus
in unequivocal terms:

“This war against the English is not for wresting political power alone.
Remember always, this is also an armed revolt against Christianity to save
the nation from the clutches of Christian missionaries”.

A Warrior-hero of the stature of one of our foremost Army General of
the revolutionary army deserves a grand statue and memorial in any one of
the places of battles where he proved to the British Army that he is invincible.
A comprehensive research on his life and achievements should be undertaken
to perpetuate and cherish his memory as an immortal patriot. Such heroes
as Rani of Jhansi, Tantya Tope, Kunwar Singh, and Nana Saheb should
live in the nation’s memory. Struggle with valour and perseverance preserves
independences.
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